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‘EnricGgAATTBI in his opposition to the exploitation of Italian petroleum deposits 
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SUBJECT Generar Operational 


seecinic- U,O, Embassy and Italian Petroleum Industry. 


i. Following are VENTER's comments (22 July 1955), which he asserts reflect 
rumors circulating in "«xnowledgeable circles" in Rome, on the alleged activities 


of the eabassy in the matter of Italian petroleum resources. & 


leun Congress opposed chl, are now presenting a united front with 


i The great majority of Italian petroleum companies, which until the IV 
World 


by Azmorican intorests. This new situation is the result of confidential 
mation and advice\furnished to the Italian patroleum groups and to MATTEI 
by Realgto DanilagAGRILLO. GiiLLO, vice~director general of political aff. 


tho Italian Forelgl HMinietry, is a former "squadrista" and pet of Galeasso 5 
through whose influence GRILLU reached the upper echelons of the Foreign Ministry. 
- \ 
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3. when it was learned in Rome that HreStUCE was to be efointed Ambassador 
4ORGHESE to devise 


wayo and moans of latching onto the new embassador. At this meeting GRILLO and 
three other “gontiluomini"” wore chosen to "get in with" the ambassador. These 
individuals, in Rome's high society, are known as "sommozzatori" (frog-men or 
undor-wator damolitions men). ; / 
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4, Uiliiiw has reportedly succeeded in gaining good entree to the Ambassador 
and takeo advantage of this to monitor her official activities. Ono result of 
GRILLO'o contact with the Ambassador has been, according to these same rumors, 
tha changs of tactics adopted by the Italian petroleun companies toward the 


Azoricans, 


5. Amarican petroleum interests, allegedly being determined to absorb all 
Italian pstroleus production, already have their representatives sounding out 
Italian pstroloun personalities with a proposition involvfikg American purchaso of 
controlling stock in the Italian companies, (Gr. Uff. Nand SPER TTI, prosident of 
API, Corso d'Italia, Razo, 4s one of the inportant i rawho havo received such 
Q proposition, PLASTTI discussed the mattor with/ Com MONACO, high-ranking 
fenctionary ef tho Italian Ménistry of Industry. LO‘MONACO imusdiately informed 
HATYeT, end a conclave of Itgjian patrolem dndustry directors was called forthwith, 
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